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JAMES MACARTNEY. 
By A. J. Morrison. 

Bishop Meade overlooked James Macartney in his statement 
of the facts of Virginia Parish history before the Revolution. Mr- 
Macartney was for a short time minister of St. Patrick's Parish, 
Prince Edward County, following James Garden. Bishop Meade 
seems not to have examined the Vestry Book of St. Patrick's Parish 
(now preserved in the Library of the Episcopal Seminary at 
Alexandria), and lists Archibald McRobert as minister in charge 
immediately after Mr. Garden. James Garden died February 
19, 1773. At the August meeting of St. Patrick's vestry, a minute 
was entered — "Revd. Mr. Oglesby [or Ogilvie]. Mr. Sanders 
[John Hyde Saunders, of Cumberland County], and Mr. McCart- 
ney have offered themselves for the care of the parish. On mature 
consideration, Mr- McCartney, late of Granville Parish in North 
Carolina, was chosen. So Mr. McCartney hath agreed to preach 
and administer the Sacrament at Sandy River Church the second 
Sunday in October next; the Sunday following at the Upper 
Church, and the Sunday following at the Chapel. He will remove 
himself into the parish and take possession of the glebe." Mr. 
Macartney is traceable on the Vestry Record through the year 
1774. It does not appear what became of him afterwards. Very 
likely he left the colony at the outbreak of the Revolution. His 
"Upper Church" in Prince Edward County was very near the site 
of what is now Hampden-Sidney College. This Upper Church 
was built about 1763 near French's store (now Kingsville). Mr. 
Macartney must have been displeased at the rise of Hampden- 
Sidney College. We take it that he was a Tory. 

Governor Tryon, writing from Newbern in North Carolina, Feb. 
12, 1768, commended James Macartney to the Bishop of London 
— "The bearer hereof, Mr- James Macartney a native of Ireland, 
waits on your Lordship for orders of ordination. I am induced 
to be an advocate for him with your Lordship in consequence of 
the warm recommendations I received in his behalf from the 
Speaker of the House of Assembly of this province [John Harvey] 



William and Mary Quarterly 277 

under whose roof he lived some time in the character of tutor to 
his children. Mr. Macartney was during his residence in Newbern 
employed as an assistant to Mr. Thomlinson,* who speaks hand- 
somely of his diligence in the school and regularity of life out of 
it. I am therefore to wish your Lordship may find Mr. Macartney 
qualified for the sacred function into which he very ardently wishes 
to be admitted, as it is in the expectation of such happiness singly 
that he is soon going home." 

Writing the next year from Bath in North Carolina, May 27, 
1769, Governor Tryon said in his letter to the Bishop of London : 
"I purpose on my journey through the Province to induct Mr. 
McCartney into Granville County. If your Lordship has the least 
objection to my inducting clergymen coming into this Province 
with a license from your Lordship for a different colony only, if 
you will signify such your objection, I shall observe it in future, 
tho' the vestries in the colony of Virginia make no scruple to get 
what clergymen they can from this Province." 

That was an interesting statement of Governor Tryon's. The 
very active Society for the Propagation of the Gospel let Virginia 
alone, deeming that colony and no other practically if not perfectly 
able to take care of itself in the cure of souls. The Society main- 
tained in North Carolina excellent men like James Eeed, School- 
masters like Thomlinson and Macartney; and when a parish in 
Virginia needed a minister they sometimes enticed away a mis- 
sionary in North Carolina who was being carried on the venerable 
Society's books. Governor Tryon was particularly attentive to the 



*Thomas Thomlinson deserves a memoir. He came to Newbern 
during the year 1763. He was a native of Thursby, Cumberland 
(North of England), and had been a schoolmaster either at Thursby 
or at Wigton. Making friends at Newbern at once, Mr. Thomlinson 
Bet up a school there early in 1764 — the excellent Newbern Academy, 
an endowed school that was long active. During 1771 certain of the 
Trustees fell out with Thomlinson on very slender grounds. Governor 
Tryon (a just man) was leaving for New York and the business was 
not properly handled. Thomlinson gave up the Academy the spring 
of 1772. Applying his talents to affairs not academic, he accumulated 
a pretty good estate, and at his death in 1805 bequeathed funds to 
endow four schools in his native Cumberland, among them the cele- 
brated Wigton Grammar School and the school at Thursby. 
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Society's business in North Carolina and furthered its affairs. 

James Macartney writing under date October 28, 1769 to the 
Society's Secretary described himself as already settled, by the 
advice of Governor Tryon, in Granville County and Parish- "There 
are many Presbyterians in this Parish and they have a minister 
settled amongst them [Henry Pattillo was the minister who could 
argue church history with Macartney]. There are likewise many 
Baptists here who are great Bigots, but be well assured, reverend 
sir, that I will (from a sense of my duty and just gratitude to the 
Society) take every prudent method I am capable of to abolish 
Dissention and make converts to the church." 

Governor Tryon thought so well of Mr. Macartney as to make 
him chaplain to his celebrated Begulating Army, the spring of 
1771. Mr. Macartney was not thoroughly satisfied in Granville 
County (parishes now and then rather starved "the inducted 
parson"), and would have been glad to go with Colonel Tryon 
to New York. The principal men of Newbern — among them Abner 
Nash of Prince Edward County, in Virginia — tried to help Mr. 
Macartney away to New York, but not to get rid of him. They 
were careful to say in their letter that they regarded him as "a 
credit to his holy profession," and were persuaded he would 
"continue to exercise his abilities for the benefit of mankind" 

[See North Carolina Becords, vols viii and ix]. 



